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be very rewarding for us to waste our time in finding out
as to how religion was brought into being. Whatever may be
the origin of the institution of religion, it is more material
for us to know how it can be yoked for serving mankind in a
constructive manner. We should not forget that man is no
longer that credulous creature who could follow everything
suggested to him by a priest rather blindly. The modern
man has transcended that stage of blind and unreflective credu-
lousness. Now he makes an effort to understand everything in
a rational manner. Only when his rationality accepts anything,
he accepts a creed and modifies his conduct. Macaulay had
stated that there cannot be more than two hundred persons in
the big city of London who have faith in the Bible though all
of them profess to be Christians. Fenelon has written in his
'Letters', "There is practically nothing that men do not
prefer to God. A tiresome detail of business, an occupation
utterly pernicious to health, employment of time in ways
one does not dare to mention, anything rather than God."

We have therefore come to a stage where our ideas about
religion must be crystal clear. We must go deep into the
very nature of religion. If it has something worthwhile for
us, we should accept it; but if it does not contain anything
worthwhile, we should be prepared to abandon it for good.
We cannot accept any sterile and useless tradition howsoever
long-standing it may be. But before we actually try to analyse
the concept of real religion, we must acquaint ourselves to some
extent with the various religions (of course the important ones
alone) that have flourished on earth. We shall start our study
with Hinduism, and then proceed to study Buddhism, Confucia-
nism, Shiatoism, Taoism, Judaism, Christianity (Roman
Catholicism, Protestantism, and Eastern Orthodoxy), and Islam
respectively, and finally shall try to understand and define
the nature and role of authentic religion in the modern period.
We shall make an endeavour to find out how far and in what
way religion can be of any service to mankind.

Though  Hinduism is  one   of the oldest religions of the